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Rare Earths? 
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Production 

http://geology.com/articles/rare-earth-elements/ 



Metal $/kg Uses

La 15 Batteries (10 kg La in a Prius)

Ce 15 Catalytic Converter, Polishing

Pr 105 Alloys, Arc Lights, Welding Glasses

Nd 98 Magnets, Lasers

Sm 40 Magnets

Eu 4000 Phosphor (TV, CFLS)

Gd 210 Phosphor, Neutron Capture

Tb 2100 Phosphor, Alloys

Dy 1100 Lasers, Lighting

Ho 1000 Lasers, Magnets

Er 275 Lasers, Glass Colorant

Tm 4600-13000 Lasers, Portable XRay Sources

Yb 1000 Atomic Clocks, Stress Gauges

Lu 10000 Few (Catalyst)

Y 68 Phosphors, Synthetic Garnets

Sc 15000 Alloys, Lamps, Dental Lasers

Au 45000

DOE Critical 
Materials for 
Clean Energy 

US DOE Critical Materials Strategy, December 2011. 
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Bastnäsite 
(Ce, La)CO3F 

(Y, Ce)CO3F 
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Monozite 
monazite-Ce (Ce, La, Pr, Nd, Th, Y)PO4       monazite-Nd (Nd, La, Ce, Pr)PO4 
monazite-La (La, Ce, Nd, Pr)PO4              monazite-Sm (Sm, Gd, Ce, Th)PO4 
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precipitates 

Solvent 
Extraction 



Ce(IV) 

Eu(II) 

Yb(II) 

Sm(II) 
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k' on TODGA Resin vs. HCl
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Displacement Chromatography 





Cerium Removal 
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Iron Removal 
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Heavy Lanthanide Separations 
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Sc Separations (analysis) 
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